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Performance Notes

Use all voices to sing the main refrain (“We’ve got to work together ...”)
and the additional refrain (“Co-operation is better than conflict ...").
The verses, which need to be well articulated and expressive, can be
taken by one soloist as narrator, or by a succession of different soloists.

The song may be accompanied by guitar instead of (or as well as) the
keyboard accompaniment provided here, and other parts (flute, etc.)
may be added. Parts for guitar and other instruments can be
requested by email from enelarmusic@gmail.com.



http://www.enelarmusic.com/
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The Co-operation Song
The Two Mules

Words & Music by Norman Richardson
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The
Co-operation Song

THE TWO MULES

Words and Music by
Norman Richardson

This song, based on the well-known Quaker fable of the Two
Mules, was originally written for schoolchildren in Strabane
and Derry/Londonderry taking part in inter-school, cross-
community workshops under the auspices of the Northern
Ireland Quaker Peace Education Project in the late 1980s. It
was later recorded and used by BBC Schools NI for their
‘One Potato, Two Potato’ series.

The familiar poster of the Two Mules has been used in many
different contexts over the years but was originally
developed by the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in
England in the 1930s to promote a message of peaceful
collaboration in resolving conflict.




Illustration from

TWO MULES:

A fable, a song, a worried teacher, a thoughtful farmer and lots of hay

Text by Norman Richardson; lllustrations by Yvonne Naylor
Published by the Corrymeela Press (2022)

www.corrymeela .org/resou rces/two-m ules
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