























16 I CORRYMEELA

SUummer In
Ba\ycasﬂe

JULY AND AUGUST are always
a busy time for the Corrymeela
Centre in Ballycastle and

this year was no exception.

The Summer Programme is

as always a vibrant mix of
individuals and groups and we
are delighted to have welcomed
over 1,000 people of all ages
and from all over the world to our
Summer Programme. As the
temperature rose, so too did the
holiday atmosphere which we
were able to offer the groups at
our centre.

One of our core tasks in
the summer is to provide a

gafe space for famiy groups___
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opportunity to meet with other

families from other backgrounds

and other places. Through
Corrymeela’s many and varied
contacts in areas within Northern
Ireland, we frequently meet
families with extraordinary needs
for respite. Sometimes these
families live amidst violence and
paramilitary tension, have been
forced out of their homes or

are living in areas where there

is on-going violence. Other
times the tension exists within
the family, due to addictions,
financial troubles, bereavement,
etc. This summer we welcomed

We have learned more about
different communities and how
we can live together in peace.

families and young people from

Belfast, Craigavon and Derry/

Londonderry. Many arrive at

Corrymeela looking for a holiday

and a break from their home

space, but what they find is

often far more meaningful. One

mother commented: ‘Corrymeela

has made an impact — my

children now have a different

attitude to me. We have

learned more about different
__communities and how we can
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to relax, away from tensions

in flashpoint areas and a

safe space to get away from
sectarianism, racism and
poverty. For many children and
their parents, Corrymeela offers
the lifeline they need to begin to
break destructive cycles in their
lives. Our family residentials
allow the children to make
friends; deal with challenges;
share and co-operate and feel
part of acommunity. Families
are encouraged to spend time
as a family unit. Parents may

Families need a safe space
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have been struggling to care

for a severely ill child, or be
stressed because of a move
here from abroad, or parents
may have returned from prison
and therefore this time together
is valuable. Children get the
opportunity to be listened to

by specialised facilitators and
spend time with our international
volunteers. Hundreds of children
and young people participated in
arts and crafts, games, songs,

beach.

Corrymeela was buzzing with
concerts, graffiti, hip-hop
dancing and filmmaking. Every
area of the site was used and
every person fully involved

in creating opportunities for
personal development and
positive change.

Corrymeela was glad to

provide positive youth activity
in local communities this year
during times of tension. The

talent of our young volunteers
is invaluable for working with
children and young people who
may otherwise get involved in
recreational disruption in their
communities. It also enables
our organisation to reach out
to local communities who may
have previously thought that
Corrymeela was not for them.

In addition to direct youth
work, we also supported two
key training opportunities for
young leaders. These are the
leaders of the future and it is
encouraging that their journey
starts here. One of these
programmes was a group from
- Switzerland that came to learn
from our volunteer programme.
As a result of their learning, they
are leading Swiss Youth in a faith
based residential activity back
home. Yet another example that
Corrymeela begins when you
leave.

During a lunch this summer,

| was chatting to one of our
guests and asked her what her
time in Corrymeela meant to

her. She said that Corrymeela
had been ‘a night’s sleep away
from the helicopters.' | felt that
even if this was the very least we
could provide, then Corrymeela
still has a valuable role to play in
peace building.

We would like to thank the 119
volunteers and 58 Corrymeela
community members who
worked tirelessly to create such
a special space this summer.
We also acknowledge the
funders who made this summer
programme possible. Should
you wish to know more about
our summer programme for
2014, please contact Shona Bell
shonabell@corrymeela.org

Shona Bell
Programme Manager, Corrymeela

Marie-Louise McClarey
Fundraising Manager, Corrymeela
















